
Massena Seeks Community Input  
For Downtown Revitalization Grant  

  
MASSENA – Village officials are seeking the public’s help in determining the future of 
downtown.  
  
For several  weeks, village officials  have been  working with more than a dozen 
volunteers, the Moving Massena Forward Community Coalition  and  strategic 
development team  to develop a compelling case that Massena should receive $10 
million in state funds to help complete its downtown.  
  
Massena is one of several communities expected to apply for  the fourth round 
of  Downtown Revitalization Initiative (DRI) funds.  The DRI program is designed to 
support downtown investment in New York State and represents a comprehensive, 
bottom-up community planning process that identifies transformational projects that 
represent the best chance of jump-starting or continuing downtown revitalization and 
investment in the community.   
  
“A critical component of this grant application is to engage members of the 
community in the process,” noted Massena Mayor Tim Currier. “We are asking citizens 
to continue to engage  and tell us what kinds of projects they feel represent 
downtown’s best future. We need to express clearly what makes this community 
special and demonstrate that we are ready for further investment and committed to 
building a vibrant, growing downtown.”  
  
“We value the community’s input as their participation is invaluable.” Currier added. 
“We need to know about people who plan to invest in Massena. We need to hear from 
those who have creative and ambitious – but workable - ideas to transform the core of 
our community and people willing to share their vision of how downtown should serve 
the next generation of residents, visitors and businesses.”  
  
The Massena DRI Local Planning Committee will hold four listening sessions during the 
week of April 22 to gather ideas and generate support for the DRI application. These 
focus group sessions will include:  
  

• April 23 – Downtown businesses and stakeholders  
• April 24 – Young entrepreneurs representing the future of Massena  
• April 25 – Public agencies and service providers  
• April 26 – General public  

  
Listening sessions  will be limited to about 15 people. Anyone interested in 
participating should contact Jim Murphy, executive director of the Massena Business 
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at  jamesmurphy52@me.com.    Anyone unable to participate in one of these  focus 
groups is invited to submit their ideas or input via email. A synopsis of the focus group 
sessions will be made available to the public for comment prior to submitting the DRI 
application. Other public outreach efforts are in the works, including stakeholder 
interviews,  workshops with students at Massena Central High School and a 
“Possibilities Tour” of potential projects.  
  
The Local Planning Committee will also be collecting video snippets from residents 
and businesses expressing why Massena – including downtown – has a special place in 
their hearts as well as any ideas about the community’s potential future. Video clips 
may be sent via email to jamesmurphy52@me.com  
The fundamental goals of the DRI include:   

• Creation of an active, desirable downtown with a strong sense of place;   
• Attraction of new businesses (including “Main Street” businesses), that create a 
robust mix of shopping, dining, entertainment and service options for residents 
and visitors, and that that provide job opportunities for a variety of skills and 
salaries;   
• Enhancement of public spaces for arts and cultural events that serve the 
existing members of the community but also draw in attendees from around the 
region;   
• Attraction of a diverse population, with residents and workers supported by 
complementary diverse housing and employment opportunities;   
• Growing the local property tax base; and   
• Providing amenities that support and enhance downtown living and quality of 
life.   

These goals will be reflected in the individual Downtown Strategic Investment Plans 
developed by each community and the projects identified in each plan.   
  
Each of the State's  10 Regional Economic Development Councils (REDCs) will solicit 
applications and choose one downtown that is ripe for revitalization and has the 
potential to become a magnet for redevelopment  opportunities.  Applications are 
expected to be due at the end of May.  
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